
How to Search for 
Colleges or 
Universities 



THERE ARE MANY 
UNIVERSITES TO CHOOSE 

FROM 
 

YOU WILL PROBABLY FIND 
ONE THAT FITS YOU! 



How many universities should 
I choose? 

~6 
 

 

How many universities are 
there in the USA? 

>3000 



General advice 

• A ‘college’ offers Bachelor's (Baccalaureate) level degrees 

• A ‘university’ offers Master’s and Doctorate level degrees too 

• This will be a lot of work, but it affects many years of your 
life! It is worth the effort 

• Paper materials can be sent by mail but may take 6+ weeks 
to arrive.  Websites are instant! 

• Graduate students - choose your major very carefully.  
Changing programs or concentrations is difficult 

• Some academic areas are ‘concentrations’ or ‘specializations’ 
within a general field, eg highway engineering within civil 
engineering 



Types of degrees include: 

*Terminal degrees – usually the highest 
level you can study in a subject 

**Professional degrees 

*PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) 
*Ed D (Doctor of Education) 

MS (Masters of Science) 
MA (Masters of Arts) 
MEd (Masters of Education) 
*MFA (Masters of Fine Arts) 
**MBA (Masters of Business Administration) 
**MPA (Masters of Public Administration) 

BS (Bachelors of Science) 
BA (Bachelors of Arts) 
BFA (Bachelors of Fine Arts) 

AS (Associates of Science) 
AA (Associates of Arts) 



Steps in the application process 

Decide what, 
where & how 

to study 

Search for 
schools 

Research the 
schools & 
programs 

Choose 
your final 6 
programs 

Submit 
applications 



When to begin searching 
 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Spring 
deadlines 

Fall deadlines 

Summer 
deadlines 

Don’t forget – to keep your 
current visa you must begin 
the ‘next available term’ and 

within 5 months 



Choosing programs - decide 

• What do you really want to study for 4 (or 2) years of your life? 

• Why do you want to study it? 

• How do you like to study 

• Large classes? 

• Small groups? 

• Research? 

• Practical trainings? 

• Will you find money for the program, through a 

sponsor or scholarship or through family funds? 



Choosing programs - decide 

• Where would like to live?  

• City, small town or countryside? 

• What type of weather? 

• Community? 

• Travel access for trips home?  

• What type of college or university would you like?  

• Class size 

• Faculty relationship 

• Teaching methods 

• How will you use the degree after graduating?  

• Further studies? 

• Work? 

 

 



Set your priorities 

• Affordability 

• Transportation 

• Safety 

• International 
airports 

• Campus 
community 

• Culture 

• Sports 

• Weather 

• Outdoors 

• Job connections 

• School’s 
reputation 

• Faculty 
relationships 

• Degree 
curriculum 

• Legacy (family 
connections) 

• “Study abroad” 
classes 

• School size 
(<5,000, 
5,000-10,000,  
10,000-15,000 
15,000-25,000, 
25,000+) 

• Faith based school 

• PhD department 

Think of 5 things that are very important to you 
 

Examples: 
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Create a score sheet 

Decide how you will rank the programs: 

Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

School & 
Program 

Curriculum 
/10 

Safety 
/8 

Faculty 
relations 

/7 

Cost 
/5 

School 
Size  
/5 

Wildcard 
/15 

Total 
/50 + - 

Wildcard = an unknown or surprise point  



Begin to search 

Start with EducationUSA –  
available in many languages 



Search Resources 

Good websites include: 

•petersons.com 

•princetonreview.com (login 

spring@spring.edu password spring) 

•US News & World Report 

• gradschools.com 
 

http://www.educationusa.info/5_steps_to_study/
http://www.petersons.com/graduate-schools.aspx
mailto:princetonreview.com/graduate-school.aspx
http://www.gradschools.com/


Be careful of the “small print” 

1. Which terms are open to international students? 
2. Is the program approved by your scholarship? 
3. Does the school or program close their 

applications very early? 
4. Watch for online or hybrid programs – sometimes 

they cannot give you an F1 student visa 
5. Do your transcripts have to be sent through an 

evaluation agency? This can add $500 and 6 weeks to 
your application process 

6. How many spaces are available for international 
students? State schools often have a limit for non-state 
students (eg 12% in Colorado).  A program might close 
earlier than the published deadline. 



Examine the schools 

What is your first impression? 

How does it score on your worksheet? 
 

Other questions to ask yourself : 

• What is the retention rate? (% of first-time bachelors  degree-seeking 
undergraduates from the previous fall who enroll the next fall).  See NCES site 

• What is the graduation rate? (% of students who graduate their degree within 

150% of normal time -  eg, within 6 years for undergraduates). See NCES site 
 

• What is the admission rate? (% of applicants that are admitted) See NCES 
site 

• What is the student : faculty ratio? (Full time students divided by full-time 
faculty) See NCES site 

• What is the average class size? See school’s profile on their website 

 



Detailed university information 

• Spring International university materials library – search by region 

• University websites and materials 
• “Fast Facts” - standard information often on the school’s homepage 

• Don’t email the university with questions unless you are sure the website does not give the 
answers 

• University tour or chat 

• Discussion boards, student groups 

• zinch.com 

• collegeconfidential.com 

• Rankings and surveys 
Forbes College rankings QS World University Rankings 

US News & World Report US National Research Council Rankings 

National Council on Teacher Quality Times Higher Education World University Rankings 
 

• NCES (National Center for Education Statistics) 

• US government website showing university data 

http://www.zinch.com/
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/


nces.ed.gov – federal statistics 

School Search / 
College Navigator 



nces.ed.gov 
Search by school 

name 



nces.ed.gov 
School profile 



nces.ed.gov - enrollment 



nces.ed.gov - admissions 



nces.ed.gov – retention & graduation 



nces.ed.gov – campus security 



Can you meet the admission 
requirements? 

• Is a GPA requirement shown? 

• If not, what was the average GPA for last year’s 
new students? 

• Are standardized examinations required? 
(SATs / ACTs for undergraduates are sometimes 
required) 

• Is professional experience required? 

• Is conditional admission offered? 



Spring International 
TOEFL waiver agreements 
• University of Wisconsin – Stout, WI 
• University of Wisconsin – La Crosse, WI 
• Marion University, WI 
• Colorado Mesa University, CO 
• Metropolitan State University, CO 
• Community College of Denver, CO 
• Arapahoe Community College, CO 
• Valparaiso University, IN 
• Concordia St Paul University, MN 
• Lewis-Clarke State College, ID 
• Montana State University, MT (undergraduate) 



Score your schools 
Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

School & 
Program 

Curriculum 
/10 

Safety 
/8 

Faculty 
relations 

/7 

Cost 
/5 

School 
Size  
/5 

Wildcard 
/15 

Total 
/50 

+ - 
School & 
Program 

MFA @ 
NYU 

8 8 4 1 3 8 32 Travel 
time 

Cost Achievable 

MA @ San 
Francisco 

7 8 7 2 5 6 35 City Cost Achievable 

MFA @ 
Oklahoma 

5 3 7 5 4 4 28 Low 
cost 

Place Safety 

MA @ 
Stamford 

9 7 6 1 3 10 36 Name Place Reach 



Final application list 

Try to find at least: 

•2 ‘reach’ – may be admitted 

•2 ‘achievable’ – probably admitted 

•2 ‘safety’ – should be admitted 

 

Apply for more schools if  
your GPA is low 



SILC Resources 

Workshops each term: 

• How to search for universities 

• How to apply to university 

• What to include in your 
application essays 

• General admission help sessions
  

 

Materials Library: 

• University brochures 

• State travel guidebooks 

• College search guides 
 
 

University Application Board: 

• news 

• events  

• document samples 

• cheat sheets for local universities 

• scholarship resources 
 
 

Handouts – PDFs on the lobby 
computer: 

• “How to apply to university” 

• General application advice 

• Research university information 

See Kate or Karen for extra help 


